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TAGS: PFORJAVNVS 
SUB J : JAPAN AND DRV 

REF: TOKYO 6655; TOKYO 8076 

1 DURING COUTESTY CALL JUNE 28, FOREIGN MINISTER OHIRA 
READING FROM PREPARED STATEMENT INFORMED ME THAT GOJ 
PLANNING TO APPROACH DRV SOON WITH PROPOSAL TO BEGIN NEGO- 
TIATIONS FOR NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS IN MID- JULY 
IN PARIS. HE EXPLAINED THAT GOJ WISHED TO MAINTAIN PAST 
PRACTICE OF CONSULTING CLOSELY WITH USG ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. OHIRA OFFERED FOLLOWING REASONS FOR WISHING TO BEGIN 
NEGOTIATIONS. FIRST, GOJ BELIEVES THAT PEACEFUL 
COEXISTENCE OF NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM IS INDISPENSABLE 
TO REGIONAL STABILITY AND THAT RECOGNITION OF DRV AS MEMBER 
OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY BY OPENING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WOULD HOPEFULLY ENABLE JAPAN TO EXERT SOME POSITIVE INFLUENCE 
ON DRV IN DIRECTION OF ADOPTING MORE PEACEFUL DOMESTIC AND 
FORIEGN POLICIES. SECOND, OHIRA SAID GOJ INTENDS TO NEGOTIATE 
NORMALIZATION WITHOUT CONDITIONS, BUT ADDED THAT OTHER SIDE 
HAS NOT YET SAID THAT IT WOULD ALSO NEGOTIATE ON 
UNCONDITIONAL BASIS. OHIRA EXPLAINED THAT GOJ INTENDS TO 
MAINTAIN PRESENT FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH GVN AND HAS NO 
INTENTION TO RECOGNIZE PRG. THIRD, OHIRA SAID THAT NORMALIZA- 
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TION OF RELATIONS WITH DRV WOULD FACILITATE GOJ EFFORTS TO 
OVERCOME DOMESTIC JAPANESE OPINION OPPOSED TO AID TO GVN. 
FINALLY, OHIRA SAID THAT GOJ IN WISHING TO OPEN NEGOTIA- 
TIONS DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT COMPROMISE CAN BE REACHED SOON 
AND FEELS UNDER NO COMPULSION TO MAKE HASTE. HE NOTED THAT GOJ 
WISHES TO CONDUCT NEGOTIATIONS WITH TARGET DATE FOR 
NORMALIZATION THIS FALL. 

3. IN REITERATING THAT GOJ ONLY CONSIDERING APPROACH TO 
DRV TO PROPOSE OPENING NEGOTIATIONS, OHIRA SUID THAT GOJ 
DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER DRV WILL RESPOND. 

4. AT SEPARATE SESSION IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING, VICE 
MINISTER HOGEN RAISED SAME MATTER WITH ME, READING FROM 
SAME PAPER USED BY OHIRA. ASKED IF GOJ INTENDS TO ANNOUNCE 
GOJ INTENTIONS TO PRESS, HOGEN SAID NOT UNTIL USG INFORMED 
OF GOJ' S ATTITUDE, AFTER WHICH GOJ WOULD CONSIDER WHEN IT 
APPROPRIATE TO INFORM PRESS. 
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